AZZAS, 


ships, 


NS, 

ed days, 
ence of 
about to 
iting in 
1 be im- 
*m, and 
ediately 
odging, 
pointed 


ntity of 
Act of 


P, or to 


April. 
April. 


LY. 
Finest 
er Od. 


vision 


wre 
st 


‘s 
‘OF 


h and 
riety. 
roods, 
ell at 


rative 
treet, 
rate s, 








THE 





POTTERS’ ¥ EXAMINER. 


AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE. 


“ Gop, AND OUR RIGHT.” 





ho. 19. Vel. 1, 
THE HIRING SYSTEM. 
TO THE UNITED BRANCHES OF OPERATIVE 
POTTERS. 

Frrenps, Brorners, anv FELLOow-WorkMEN,— 
The system, to which I have this week to call your 
attention, is that of the annual agreements, entered into, 
every Martinmas, between Master Potters and their 
men ;—agreements which, as they at present staud, and 
have heretofore stood, contain no single point of recipro- 
cal justice; and, consequently, ought to come under the 
immediate consideration of every working potter ; to the 
end, that the glaring partiality and injustice of that odi- 
ous system, may be fully exposed, and the rights and 
liberty of every operative, connected with our trade, fully 
and fairly conserved. 

In a free country, where the laws which govern soci- 


ety are ma and justly enacted, labour and capital are 


Saturpay, Ap 


placed on a ality of socal position. In the eye of 
the law, tha his criminal in a poor man is equally 
so in the most wealthy nabob inthe state. Wealth could 
never raise a man above the power of the law, neither 
could the want of it depress him into a state of vutlawry. 
All bonds between man and man would, consequently, 
be equally binding on all parties concerned. Rich men 
and poor would be placed on the same equality of judi- 
cial position, and law would be law on the whole as well 
as on a fraction of the community. Ifa rich man entered 
into a bord with a poor man, no matter what that bond 
may be, so that it contained a reciprocity of interest, the 
breaking of the same, by either party; would be equally 
criminal; or; in other words, if the poor mah broke the 
bond, and the law considered that breach of agreement 
a misdemeanor, and subject to imprisonment, a similar 
breach of agreement, on the part of the rich man, would 
call forth a similar punishment. This might be termed 
an equality of civil rights, and such as every member of 
the great human family ought to be possessed of; for, 
without it, the liberty of citizenship becomes curtailed, 
and wealth usurps the place of natural justice. 


Unfortunately for operative potters, and for the working 
classes generally, either the laws of our country do not 
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contain this equality of principle, or they have bern 
unjustly administered. If those laws create a barrier 
between rich and poor, making that criminal on the one 
side which is considered of no legal offence on the other, 
such laws are bad in principle, and ought to be removed ; 
but if, on the couirary, the laws of our country do not 
contain this unequal principle, but the administerers of 
those laws adjudicate from vindictive or partial feelings, 
then it is our duty to seek redress by every legal and 
constitutional means, within our power; and to hold up 
those perverters of national justice to the scorn and con- 
tempt ofan enlightened public. 


The agreement system, as connected with the Potting 
department of British manufacture, is a vile burlesque on 
the Jaws of our country, and such that would not exist 
for a single day were it not for the eonivance of 
unprincipled magistrates. Itis to the latter that the 
Hiring system of the Potteries owes its existence ; for, 
if it had to depend on legal validity for support, it would 
long ago have sunk into the merited obscurity which its 
infamous nature so justly deserves. Legal validity de- 
mands a reciprocity of interest, which the potters * Afri- 
can Slave Bond” does not contain ;—it is a vile manufac- 
turing juggle, practiced upon the poor to forward the 
interests of unprincipled capitalists. The laws of ou 
country do not admitof the sale of any human being, 
and yet this agreement places the power of fife and death 
in the hands of manufacturers, over those placed under 
their employ. These manufacturers promise to find 
their workpeople as much work as they ‘conveniently 
can,” making the latter receive this promise as a bond 
of agteement between employers and employed; and, also, 
making it criminal for operatives to break the sate, al- 
though manufacturers might do so with impunity. If arr 
operative potter be starving on two day's work per week, 
and a situation be offered to him, at which he might earn 
a comfortable living, he dare not accept of it in defiance 
of his employers, His name is signed on some count- 
ing house ledger, for one years servitude, and he must 
starve hig time out. It matters not whether he have a 
copy of that agreement, or not ; or whether it be ou stamp, 
or not; it is enough that it is there. No matter if it be 
but one day’s work per week, he must be content, or 
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subject himself to incarceration in a felon's dungeon for 
three calendar months; and this is called * a legal docu- 
ment!’ Itis, as I have said before, nothing but a manu- 
facturing juggle. It contains no one feature to give it 
the appearance of legal validity. There is no duplicate 
copy, no stamp, no reciprocity of interest ;—it is a sheer 
counting-house fraud, and if brought before any of our 
national judges would be treated with the utmost con- 
tempt. The out-works of the Petting business are aware 
of its illegality, and never practise it. The custom ex- 
ists almost alone in the Potteries, and may be said to be 
an offshoot of the feudal ages, when men were 
“Bought, and sold, as in a public mart; ”’ 

and whenthe lives of the masses were the transfer- 
able property of a few baronial lords. Let us then my 
fellow-workmen use every exertion in our power to put 
an end to this disgraceful practice, which destroys the 
liberty of the citizen and places a large portion of the 
working classes of thisempire in an absolute state of 
feudal vassalage. 

But, although this state of feudal vassalage does not, 
at present, exist according to law, there is a movement 
now making, in Parliament, to give legality to the same, 
through the medium ofa bill, which is ** for EyLARGING 
the powers of justices, for determining complaints be- 
tween masters, servants, and artificers &c.’ This bill 
if carried into a law will go far to destroy all civil liber- 
ly now existing amongst English operatives ;—it will 
throw the working classes on the fender mercies of 
their charitable employers, Trades’ Unions will be- 
come a nonentity, as strikes cannot, by any possibility, 
take place, except in defiance of a dungeon; for it will 
be in the power of a single justice, ‘‘on the oath of any 
MASTER, OF EMvLOYER, Or any master’s or employer's 
steward, agent, bailiff or manager, to commit to prison 
and hard labour, any potter, collier, shoemaker, carpen- 
ter, tailor, or any workman who shall contract, sy 
WORD or MOUTH, to do any work, and who shall in any 
way MISBEHAVE him or herself according to the 
opinion of any suchcomplainant ” What an ENLARGE- 
MENT of magisterial powcr is here ! It has only to be 
stated, that am operative has misbehaved himself, and 
forthwith he is hurried away to a dungeon. Females 
too, are subject to the same penalty ;—treadmills and 
hard labour! Alas! for the liberty of our country, if 
measures like these are to become laws of the land. 
‘The boasted freedom of Englishmen will sink into the 
most slavish serfdom. The powers of manufacturers will 
become almost omnipotent, as the magisterial benches 
are nearly wholly FILLED BY THEMSELVEs. They 
have only to induce one of their underlings to state, 
that a verbal agreement was entered into, or that 
misbehaviour had taken place, and a freeborn Englis- 
hman is forthwith committed to a felon’s prison and 
hard labour. Oh! talk not of the cruelty of the 
Daik Ages, if a measure like this become a law of 
the land !__talk not of thumb-screws and racks, if this 
starvation power be placed in the hands of our employ- 











ers!—employers, whose sole object is the obtainment 
of labour at the lowest possible pre, The greatest of 
all “ misbehaviours” with these men will be that of re- 
questing « fair day's wages for a faic day’s work. This 
alone will call down imprisonment and hard labour up- 
onevery unfortunate wight who shall so far dare tomis- 
behave him or herself, as to be considered an offender in 
the “opinion” of his or her employer. Let us be up 
aud be doing, then, before this measure receives the 
final sanction of Parliament. It is the duty of every 
trade to see that petitions are immediately poured into 
the Legislature, praying the government to abandon 
such an attempt at the destruction of the rights and li- 
berties of afree people. Itis the duty of every ope- 
rative to affix his signature to those petitions, and to 
use all the exertions in his power to get them numer- 
ously signed. Let us be up then, my fellow-workmen, 
and let the representatives of this borough have Potters’ 
Petitions to lay before Parliament ;—let it be seen that 
the feelings of the working classes of this neighbourhood 
are not dead to this contemplated destruction of their 
rights, but that they are fully prepared to oppose, by 
every legal and constitutional means, the legalizing of a 
system of hiring, which would sap the very foundation 
of civil liberty, and place the working classes of this 
empire in a position of the most slavish dependence. 
MENTOR, 





To the Editor of the “‘ Potter’s Examiner.” 


Str,—As your valuable publication has established a popularity 
for the impartial manner in which it holds up, to honest indigna- 
tion (whether master or man) those who insult, and illtreat others 
without any just cause for so doing, I will, by your permission, 
briefly call attention to a manufacturing individual, who no doubt, 
styles himself a GenTLEMAN; not that I have ary objection to 
the unwarrantable use which is often made of this title provid- 
ing that character and conduct was such as to warrant and deserve 
the name of one. But, Sir, when I find that the practices of 
those, who assume this title, are so much at variance with the 
dignity of this appellation, I do think, that these pseudo-gents 
would show some little mark of discretion, to disclaim all preten- 
sions to be considered as such, so that honest men may riot have 
a chance to laugh at their consummate vanity 

The manufacturer, refered to, and the unjustifiable aspersiots 
which he cast upon a few honest workmen, whose only offence was 
an anxious desire to promote the cause of union and the welfare of 
of their fellowmen, carries on the works ( which is so proverbial 
for the respectability of its managment ) not a gun shot from the 
banks, at Green-head. 

The cause which gave rise to the spleen and unmerited attack 
of this man, was the curcumstance of his seeing several of the 
“working committee,”” opposite his gates, who were talking with 
some of the men on the impropriety of their conduct, through 
suffering themselves to become defaulters to the union, after some 
of them having been benefited by it; and kindly urging on them 
the necessity of coming forward, and assisting in carring out 
those plans, which are in contemplation, for a further extention 
and more permanent benefit, which must ultimately accrue to them 
and their families, and tend to better (in the words of one of the 
committee) ”’ their truly cast down and wretched looking condit- 
ion,”’ which was depicted in some of their countenances. Well, Sir, 
in the mean time when this well intentioned advice was going on, 
up comes the master and asks, ‘‘ what those vagabonds wanted ; 
whether they were come to rob him or the men out of their bit of 
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wages,” some altercation took place, in answer to this unmanly 
and uncalled or provocation on the partof this blustering fellow, on 
these unoffending individuals, whose interference, with the men, 
was not to ron them of their’ BIT OF WAGES,” although they 
can give him credit for the unlucky admission, but their object, 
in seeing them, was, if possible, to convince them that this " pit 
or waGes,” which is laboriously earned, could, by their uniting 
with their fellow-workmen, be raised to that fair standard that would 
render support to their families which they have long sought, 
and, if we must judge by their external appearance, painfully 
felt. And Sir, the habitations of some of these men, who ad- 
minister to the wants of this arrogant master, are as miserable 
in appearance as the distressed inmates who are domiciled beneath 
their inhospitable roofs, and are situated near that classical locali- 
ty known by the name of the “ Helehouse,” the princely inherit- 
ance of this kind-hearted master who employs the poorest and 
ill paid set of workmen of any manufacturer in the trade. In 
conclusion, I would justremind him, that the men whom he has 
designated as “‘rogues and vagabonds” are persons of probity 
whose characters will stand the test of scrutiny, and, they can say, 
with poor but honest pride, that it has never been impeached 
through life; and if society were composed of men like these, it 
would present_a widely differentaspect than what it does ; we should 
cease to hear a recital of those offences which have, from time to 
time, stained the criminal history of our country; and if they are 
to be considered robbers for legally endeavouring to rescue their 
fellow-men from a state of vassalage, and from those filthy hovels 
of destitution, which they now inhabit, to others more congenial 
to health and domestic comfort, then they plead guilty to the 
charge. Nevertheless it is the opinion, that if this individual 
could have recalled to his memory some of the early transactions of 
his life, conscience would have prompted him to have remained 
tacit, and whispered him to abstain from calling men by such 
libellous epithets, as already mentioned, on whom (as has been 
stated before) suspicion of a criminal nature never, yet fell, nor 
the shafts of slander ever did them harm. It would be well if 
the same encominm could be paid to those persons who are ever 
ready to throw obloquy on the character of others. 
Yours, a Member of the Black Lion Lodge of, 
HOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS. 

P. S. since writing the above, I have been informed, that there 
is a special meeting to be held to investigate the cases of some 
of the oppressed workmen in the employ of this vain manufaturer, 
who has boasted to them that he and his companions will ‘‘crush 
the union.” This Sir, rather excites my risible faculties. Who 
his companion’s are, I know not; but they certainly cannot be 
“gentlemen,” for it is generally believed he is not in the habit 
of associating with such respectable company; for it is a thing 
of notoriety that they seem to keep him at a ResrxctruL dis- 
tance. And, shall the feeble efforts of this weakminded man or 
those of his cast “crush the union ?"” we answer in the monosyl- 
lable. No! Tis an empty Puff! 

“ For, as in bodies thus, in soul, we find, 

“ What wants, in blood and spirits, fill’d with wind.” 
But, I suppose Sir, that he feels himself so inflated with the 
oer idea that he, poor fellow! really believes itis in his 
power, from a puff of his overcharged vanity, to extinguish us 
at once! But, I with to remind him, if it is to be crushed, its 
demolition must be reserved for a more potent arm. Away, then, 
with such vaunting nonsense, we can legally bid defiance to him 
or to any one else who indulges in such empty displays of human 
weakness and pitiable imbegijlity | M. H. P. 

Burslem, March, 1844, 
THE PRINTERS. 
To the Editor of the ‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 

Sir,—As the success of a general movement mainly 
depends upon the Individual Exertions, of those organ- 
ized to achieve a certain purpose, I would, through the 
medium of your valuable paper, earnestly solicit those 
of our members, who are indifferent as to taking an ac- 
tive part in our procedings, to arouse themselves from 








their lethargy, and determine, at once, energetically to 
devote at least, a small portion of their time to the ad- 
vocacy of our common rights, as Operative Potters; for 
they mnst be aware, that oureause suffers in propor- 
tion as they withold their valuabe services. And as the 
majority of those, who stand aloof, are men of sterling 
character and good moral conduct, and are disting- 
wished for their intellectual capacities, it will be well 
to ask, why they thus debar us of the cheering influence 
of their presence and the genial encouragement which 
moral worth is sure to impart to those with whom it 
comes in contact. This class of individuals are never 
deficient in their contributions, but are the model of 
punctuality and regularity in their payments, which 
is a sure indication that their “good will’’ is with us, 
but we want their active co-operation;—the magic in- 
fluence of their Presence! which would develop every 
dormant faculty, which we may possess. Ask them 
why they pursue sucha line of conduct, and they will 
make a variety of plausible excuses, and express 
themselves perfectly satisfied with the actions and 
proceedings of those in office, but they certainly have 
never considered the impetus which them presence and 
support would give to those actions and proceedings 
which they profess to admire. 

‘The influence of superior minds over weaker ones is 
too well known and appreciated to ned any comment 
from me; and who can tell the amount of good,—the 
amunt of real service, under their auspices which might 
accrue to our common and noble cause? Surely, Sir, 
the contemptible passion of fear can have no abode in 
the minds of intelligent men? or if it bas, I would re- 
commend them to seriously consider their precarious 
and humiliating dependence upon the ‘‘tender mercies” 
of their encroaching employers upon their social 
rights ;—upon the relative position of labour and capital 
upon the great distance betwixt them and their employ- 
ers, upon the freezing coldness, experienced by them, 
from those who, from their elivated position over them 
ought to conciliate their good will, and by their urbani- 
ty aod moderation impart confidence sufficient to render 
them capable of enjoying the natural rights of an in- 
dependant and unshackled mind, so as to enable them 
to sa 
“ Yet still my mind is final rulc to me, 

Whom God commands, must need’s from man be free."’ 

I might enlarge Sir to a great extent upon this subject; 
but am afraid, I shall trespass too much upon your space ; 
and as hope is a great moral agent, I will content my- 
self for the present upon the hope that what little has 
been advanced will cause a serious reflection with this 
section of our little community, end ultimately rouse 
them from their present lethargic indifference to an ac- 
tive and energetic advocacy of the noble principles of 
union and the steady pursuance of the multifarious res- 
ponsible employments which are requisite in the progres- 
sion of our cause. 

I remain, Sir, respectfully Aw Operative Parnren, 
Longton, March 27th. 
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JHE CHINA POTTERS.—The dinner, as announced in 
your last week’s paper relative to the China Potters, and which 
was to have taken place at the Dolphin Inn, Cobridge, April 3rd, 
has been postponed, by order of the committee, until Monday, May 
6h, 1844, before which time further notice will be given. 

By order of the Committee of the United Branches of 


CHINA POTTERS. 
NOTICE TO CURRESPONDENTS. 

Received, and shall meet with our earliest attention, 
A Porrer, Hanley; T. 8S. Hanley; A Worktne 
Man, Stoke; A Packer, Burslem; §c. &c. 

Ve are sorry to postpone the insertion of the valuable 
communication of An Operative SaccGar MAKER. 
intil next week, but it shall most certainly have a 
place in our next. We deem it a duty to give prece- 
dence to all communications that are not anonymously 
signed, such as BrapsHaw’s, Wepawoon's, and others. 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Apri Orn, 1844. 


The election of Guardians for the Parish of Stoke- 
upon-Trent is now concluded, anc, we are happy to 
state, with a large majority in favour of the working 
classes 
of wonder how a single member of the old board 
should have been returned this year; and yet there 
is one or two. There is not a doubt but the /four- 
and-twenty-names fixed upon, by Mr. Evans, in the 
voting list, for the choice of the Union, have each 
received the same number of votes, or nearly so; and 
when we reflect that abont twenty of these names 
are at the head of the poll, by an overwhelming 
majority, it is a matter greatly to be wondered at 
that the whole are not returned; for those who would 
vote for one of the Union's selection, would vote for 
all. But we must learn to be content, and at the 
same time treasure up the fact, that we have now the 
power to regulate our parochial affairs :_Wr, THE 
Worxtne CrasseEs! 

We understand that it is the intention of J. A. Wise 
Iisq. to give his attendance at the board for the ensuing 
vear, from the liberal selection of Guardians which the 
working classes have made in the late election. Weare 
happy to hear of this determination on the part of Mr. 
Wise, as we sincerely believe, a more humane or intelli- 
gent man could not be found in the county of Stafford ;- 
not that intelligence is required in a poor-law Guardian, 
but an honest and a feeling heart, of which we believe 
that gentleman is in full possession. Mr. Wise can sit 
on the board in virtue of his office as a magistrate of the 
county, and as his experience in public transactions 
would qualify him to take a lead in any public business, 
we sincerely hope that the Guardians, on their assembling 
together, will place him in the office of chairman of the 
board for the ensuing year ;—an office which Mr. Wise 
would fill with credit to the board and, above all with justice 
to the poor. 











Indeed, from the plans taken, it is a matter | 











We sincerely hope, that humanity will | 


direct the proceedings of the board in all their transact- 
ions; and that, when the expiration of their office shall 
arrive, the justice and charity of their conduct shall call 
forth the thanks and gratitude of a deserving poor ! 





We beg leave to direct the attention of our readers to 
the communication of A Member of the Black Lion 
Lodge of Hollow Ware Pressers, Burslem, relative to 
the treatment which the Working Committee of that 
district have received, from a manufacturer whose works 
are not far from Green-head, and whose conduct, to- 
wards the Burslem Working Committee, on many ocra- 
sions, has been of a very ungentlemanly character. We 
are sorry to have occasion to call the attention of our 
readers to the individual in question, but when the only 
mode of redress for the working classes, from the insults 
and abuse of uncultivated, monied men, is through the 
medium of the press, duty compels us to give publicity 
to their complaints. But this individual is not the only 
manufacturer who has heaped insult and abuse on a 
few, honest, working men who were legally engaged, on 
behalf of an honest and peaceable society, to see a few 
members of their body relative to their society's busi- 
ness. Mr. Barker of Burslem has likewise displayed 
conduct entirely uncalled for, and used language highly 
disparaging to an intelligent mind. We hope we shall 
have no further necessity to call the attention of our 
readers to behaviour like this, but that the individuals 
referred to, will display more civility and gentlemanly 
conduct than they have heretofore done, for 

The gold is but the guinea’s stamp,— 
The man's the man for a’ that! 





PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM. 
LONGTON. 


A crowded and spirited meeting of all the branches of 
operative potters took place on Thursday-evening last, 
atthe large room, Mr. Prince’s Vauxhall, Longton, to 
take into consideration “* What shall be done with the 
Unemployed.” The subject was ably discussed by the 
different speakers, and the best order and spirit pre- 
vailed throughout the whole of the proceedings. ‘The 
plan of Emigration was laid before the meeting, and 
received unanimously by all present. A provisional! 
committee was appointed, as in other districts, to take 
the names of all who may feel disposed to take a share, 
or shares, in the contemplated company. The laws for 
the government of the company will be laid belore the 
Central Committee on Tuesday-evening next, for their 
revisal and approval; and, alter having been enrolled 
under the Friendly Society Act, will be laid before the 
Potters generally, in another course of public meetings, 
which will take place in about three week’s time. It is 
generally believed, from the spirit displayed, that the 
men of Longton will again hold their former position as 
stanch defenders of the rights of labour! May they do 
so speedily ! 
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AN ADDRESS T® THE OVENMEN BY ONE 
Of THEIR BRANCH, 
Fellow-Workmen and Friends,—I have been a care- 


ful observer of the state of our trade from and before 


the commencement of the present union, and I was and 
now am fully convinced that a trade-supporting union 
is highly necessary for the benefit of both master and 
workman, but more especially for the latter; because 
the former is better able to protect himself. When I 
take a retrospective view of the hardships which our 
branch has to endure, I am led to think that we are 
the most self-abused of any class of men in the potting 
department; and when the men of influence, with whom 
we are connected, have a knowledge of these our foolish 
proceedings, they, therefore, take advantage of our sup- 
posed ignorance, by adding hardship to hardship. How 
tgnable and unchristian-hke is this! I may say, and 
truly too, that these same individuals hare to live by 
the perspiration of our bodies and hy the labour of our 
hands ; yet, notwithstanding all this, we are so childish 
usto shét our eyes against our own individual interests, 
that monstrous practice of doing BxTRA work, If 
any one thing more than another has been the cause of 
a reduction in the price of labour, in my opinion, it ts 
that of doing extra work. There is such a principle 
of selfishness ‘existing in some persons, that when their 
work ts brisk they will sometimes, work night and day be- 


Jove they will have an extra man to assist them. This 


ruinous system ts carried on to a considerable extent at 
some places, I have frequently heard of complaints 
being made, by these eztra workmen, on account of 
their having to work so many hours a day. And 
what is the cause of these complaints? Why, in nine 
cases out of ten, it ts owing to this practice of doing 
extra work, This subject fellow-workmen should be 
sounded in the ears of every union man throughout the 
Potteries. This practice is committed more or less hy 
all connected with our branch; therefore all divisions 
of eur branch are guilty, I intend to make a remark 
or two about each; commencing with the buttymen. 
You are aware, fellow-werkmen, as well as | am, how 
these men carry on this system of doing extra work; 
you know that the buities have to take the work of the 
masters, either at so much a score or at so much an 
oven, and then they have to hire as many men placers 
and dippers, in connection with lads, to de so many 
ovens @ week, it may be three, fottr, five, or siz. Now 
it sometimes happens, that some of the men may be off, 
a dipper for instanee ; well the butty-man may be fring, 
and uf he be, he will dip and fire himself, or else he will 
send one of the placers to dyping, and then he will 
place and fire. He therefore, wmagines himself, that 
he is doing two men’s work, which 1s false; the other 
men have to do the work, but he receives the money. 
This is good judgment! 1 have known of butty-men 
itho, whem they could not manage things thus, have 
caused the plavens to play until they have gotten a 








stock of dipt ware before hand. I know two buttymen, 
one a dipper, the other a fireman, who did their oven- 
werk, and kilnman's work besides. “ The love of money 
is the root of all evil,” consequently, it is the cause of 
this doing extra work, Some firemen have only one 
oven to set in and fire a week, and for which they 
receive a week's wages; but notwithstanding this, they 
have such a thirst for gains, that, when, they are firing, 
they will get permission either of the employer himself, 
or of the overlooker, to make so many saggars, or 
bricks, while firing, to make their wages up as they 
call it. These, fellow-workmen, are some of the ways 
in which this practice of doing extra work is carried 
on, by these thinking men. I have known placers 
who have been guilty of this trade-ruining practice 
tn bye.gone days, this class of our branch were doiny 
better than at present; they had to work less hours and 
were well paid, but no sooner had we begun this 
system of doing extra work, than a reduetion in our 
wages was the result; and tt was brought on as 
Jollows. Uf any one out of the set by chance carelessly 
neglected his work, the remaining party would not have 
another man. No they would do it themselves. This 
has been done time after time, until at length one of 
the number hecdlessly lost his situation. But the em- 
ployer, having a knowledge, that the same amount of 
work had been done with a man less has not immedi- 
ately engaged another, and tf he should engage another 
hand in all probability, it will be a big lad for half 
the wages that the man had, or rather an apprentice, 
and in inany cases,they neither have an apprentice nor 
yet a man, but they have to do the extra work for the 
same wages, What encouragemeat is this to the doers 
of extra work! And where this has not been the case, 
the placers have had to do additional work of one kind 
or another, which takes a man half of his time; or 
if neither of these systems are adopted, they will have 
the oven made larger; so the old adage 1s fulfilled, 
namely, more work we do, the more we shal, and 
must do says the grasping money loving man, there- 
fore, fellow-workmen, for the time to come, cease to do 
evil, and learn to do well. 

The dippers too are not free from this evil. I 
congratulate this part of our branch on their prospe- 
rity, from the difficulties they have to encouner in 
executing their work. Yet, notwithstanding this, ecme 
of them are as keen after doing exfra work as they 
possibly can be: all of which is for the sake of gain. 
I haye no need to tell the branch, to which I belong , 
that where they have to make six ovens a week, these 
is frequently two dippers, and if one should, through 
illness, or what not, be necessitated to neglect his 
work, the one, who may be left, will do the extra 
work himself; or if both of the dippers are at work, 
and one of the placers may be off, or kilnman either 
the same is the result; and sometimes it happens 


thus for weeks together. Yes, 1 have known even 
Will you now fellow- 


dippers to do * odd work»’ 
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workmen be so foolish as to kill yourselves with extra 
work, while there are those of your trade who cannot 
earn bread for their children, much less for them- 
selves. How unfeeling and destitute of brotherly love 
are such persons who would act thus. There are 
certain kilnmen who are fond of doing extra work, 
also; for when they have plenty of ware before hand, 
they will not have an extra man. No! for even one 
of them will do two men’s work; and some of these 
individuals are not disposed to connect themselves with 
the union. I might address such men in the lan- 
guage of Christ, he said “beware of covetous- 
ness.” 1 hope they will take the hint. 


What has been said of the firemen, placers, dippers, 
and kilnmen, might also be said of saggar-makers. And, 
in the name of heaven, what have been the results ? Why, 
the employer has been nearly heart-broken, on account 
of such conduct, and has frequently set his face against 
it, well knowing that he would be a great sufferer. 
Some men do not care how they do their work, nor whom 
they injure by so doing, if they may but get an extra 
shilling. Therefore, when the employer sees such reck- 
less conduct as this, on the part ot the men, he is mind- 
ful to put an end to the same, This he does by reducing 
the ware so much a score, that is, if the men work by 
the score; or, if they work by the ovens, then he re- 
duces them so much an oven. Thus, the leading man is 
compelled to reduce the wages of both dippers and 
placers, with all connected therewith. I have known 
firemen who Lave been reduced in their wages, on account 
of doing extra work, that they have not known what to 
do with their men, in order that they might have wages. 
This they have been compelled to do,—they have given 
them the same wages, but more work, thinking it to 
be the least evil of the two. I am of opivion that this 
practice has been the cause of there being so many over- 
lookers as there are. The kilnmen, in consequence of 
this practice, have been reduced as much as sixpence or 
ashilling a kiln. The saggar-makers have suffered from 
the same cause: they have not only been reduced eo 
much a score in their price, but they have to make from 
21 to 23 saggars to the score; all of which has 
been brought about by the practice of doing extra 
work. I can well remember naming this subject 
amongst a number of friends, and they said one after 
another it has ruined our place, it has ruined our 
place ; thus they went on expressing their regret that 
such a principle should ever have been practised by 
our branch. In conclusion, fellow-woskmen, I would 
ask you, who have we to blame, but ourselves, for 
our present sufferings? In nine cases out of ten, we 
have brought them on our branch by that practice of 
doing extra work. Think deeply on this subject, 
and while thinking, resolve to do better in future. 


I am, yours, in the bonds of union, 
ENOCH BRADSHAW. 
Hanley, March 21, 1844. 





THE STILT AND SPUR MAKERS. 
To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 

Sin,—As you have honoured one of my own sex with 
a place among the correspondents of your valuable payer, 
you will, I have no doubt, allow me also the high pri- 
viledge. Every body does not know it, but I am one 
that is extremely fond of improvements and new inventions, 
especially in any thing connected with the potting bu- 
siness, and, like most other women, if anything afresh 
comes out, an unruly member of mineis at work to publish 
the same, far and near. Well, at this time, 1 know 
something that is worth knowing, that many are per- 
haps ignorant of, there is a foreman at a manufactory 
not ten miles from the New Church, Longton, who is 
so wonderfully clever that he wanted to know if the 
Stilt and Spur makers could not make the spurs (1 mean 
those that oven men place flat ware with) at so much 
the pound weight, or else by measure, at so much per 
quart. Talk of women’s sense! this is your men for 
you. This is judgment in those that are set over us 
poor foolish women ! But this is not all, I cannot help 
laughing whilst writing this, he wanted to know if a 
mould could not be formed, so as to make the spurs 
ready turned up, 1! don’t know what your opinion is, but 
I think (as you men sometimes say) this “Banes Bay- 
acar” Oh, how “cute” he must be! How many could 
you pick out from the plough tail that would be so clever 
as to discover such a wonderful scheme. Yet one 
comes from amongst the tailors (not being able to learn 
his own trade) and luckily becomes a foreman, at a pot- 
works: and how well he is qualified for the situation 
you may guss. Are not his suggestions astonishing ? 
And would he not exalt our branch of the trade to the 
highest height, if he could. I don’t always judge men 
by their looks but I must say that from his appearance 
nothing more could be expected. He must not think of 
meddling with women’s business without them meddling 
with him in return. If he try to injure us with his pre- 
cious inventions, we shall speak about it, J am sure. 
We,re sometimes blamed for using ourtongues so muh, 
but I think it is time to speak, and merrily too, when he 
attempts to come such a figure with us. In conclusion 
you wil] excuse all errors and favour me with a place in 
your paper, if you please, for this my first attempt at 
anything of the kind, and I shall remain. 

Your humble servant A Femare Sritt-maxer. 


‘THE MINERS 


TO THE COAL PROPRIBTORS QF NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE, 





AND THE PUBLIC GENERALLY. 


GENTLEMEN AND FeLttow-CountTRYMEN,—A report 
having been currently circulated through the district of 
North Staffordshire, in reference to our claims and ob- 
jects, we think it our duty to set the public and our em- 

loyers right with respect to those claims, and prevent, 
if possible, any inaccurate or false conclusions. 
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We assure our employers and the public, that we de- 
sire nothing inconsistent with reason or justice : our only 
request is, that we may have that remuneration for our 
hard toiling, which would be commensurate with our 
happiness, well-being, and domestic comfort. 


Our first request to our employers, and for which we 
have been turned out of our employment, is as follows— 
that we work eight hours perday, and 43d. per hour. 
Our proposal is, that we work six months on the above 
terms, in order that we may give our employers a given 
time to dispose of their old stock to the best advantage ; 
and in proposing this, we have no desire that our masters 
should in any way be compelled to make any sacrifice of 
their property, but allow them, in the interval given, to 
make arrangements with their customers, and to enter on 
fresh terms with those they deal with. Our hours of la- 
hour being shortened will have the effect of bringing all 
intoemployment (and we suppose every one to have a 
right to live by his labour; ) and this principle being 
adopted we conclude, the markets would be more steady, 
labour would be more regular, the masters meanwhile 
have the power to enter into new engagements with 
their customers! and, as a matter of course, from the 
adoption of these mutual advantages the masters will be 
able to afford the mena better price for their labour. 


Ultimately then, when a fair principle of trading is 
adopted by all, we conjecture the masters will hold a po- 
sition to command a greater price forcoal; and then we 
hope they will see the necessity of conceding to our utimate 
object, viz :---4s. per day for eight hours per day labour. 

e think this a reasonable demand, and not too much to 
support our families in comfort. 

The public, we believe, are willing to give a price for 
coal ; and if the masters would only adopt the right way 
to meet the markets in the way we have recommended we 


have no doubt all our differences might be brought to an 
amicable settlement. 


BY ORDER OF THE DELEGATE MEETING. 
March 25th, 1844. 








EMIGRATION,—Lerrer No. IX. 


TO Mr. RICHARD REDFERN, 
St. John’s, Septembsr 27th, 1822. 


Dear Broruer,—I received your letter, dated 19th 
Sept. 1841. a few days after 1 wrote my last, and 
was sorry I had sent it off, but I was despairing about 
any news from England, and behold how much I was 
wrong! for I received yours and 3 letters from White- 
haven, 2 of them from my wife’s brother, and one 
from Mr. Gibson, an aquaintance and a Tea Dealer. 
As the adage says, "it never rains, but it pours.” So 
it was in this respect. I have but little to say, at 
present, with regard to this Country, as it is a new 
and an almost uncultivated part of America. We 
seem to be shut up in it, or else barred out of it; and 


} 





were it not for the river, I know not who would 
eettle here; for that is, and has been, the only key to 
the interior. I have been up it 40 miles to an island 
called Island, and am much pleased with the 
appearance of the lond on its banks; but cultivation 
advances very slowly on account of the timber trade, 
yet the land grows better all the way up to Fredrickton. 
I shall most probably go up to that town in spring, 
to build the first brick house in the place. It is there 
that the house of Assembly meet once in the year, like 
unto the British Parliament, to do public business. After 
I have been up, I shall be better able to give you some 
interesting information. I sm happy to say that I am 
doing tolerably well in my business. I am acknow- 
ledged to be the first workman in the place; and, in 
a little time, I shall take the lead of all in the works. 
The builders here have a odd fashion in building the 
chimnies ; they pretend to follow Dr, Franklin’s plan, 
but bungle at it, and spoil the flues. I am very suc- 
cessful in curing them, and I charge a pound stirling 
for the cure; and I can do some in half a day; some 
in 2 hours, and some take a day to finish. But I am 
not turned altogether into a smoke doctor. I have 
finished 2 buildings of considerable size, this summer, 
and am now up at the 3rd story of a house 41 by 
50 feet; the 2 first stories, 11 feet, clear in the height 
and the 3rd 10 feet on the corner of 2 streets. I 
have taken 100 acres of land, 8 miles from the City, 
on a new road, and in the neigbourhood of some 
beautiiul lakes. I shall send a man to improve it soon. 
I shall also build a little Louse for myself, this winter, 
or inthe spring, so as to remove to it on the first 
of May. This I mean to do in the City, on some 
Kirk land, which I can lease very reasonably for 21 
years, and then to be paid for improvement. 1 and the 
family are all well, thank God for his unmerited good- 
ness! I expect another every day I moet heartily wish 
it to be ason, young women are a load of sorrow and 
expence cn them that have (what shall I say) the mis- 
fortune to bave them. They do nothing, but fare 
daintily, drees gaily, and walk about; they are like 
the lillies of the field, they toil not, neither do they 
spin, yet Soloman in all his glory, was not arrayed 
like one of these.” Even some servant maids have 
their veils and parasols! I have received 2 letters from 
you, this summer, the last one you wrote came very 
speedily. I should always be glad to hear from you, 
but Ido not like the idea of your paying the postage. 
If you would send them ith Oly they would come 
safe as otherwise, and perhaps saler. I have written 
to H. Cowap, and J. Walley, but have not had an 
answer. I sbali write to C. Massey, when I have 
time, but at present I am almost too busy to eat 
my victuals. I have a friend, whom I can trust to 
carry this without postage, to Liverpool, and I will 
always send by some one I know, rather then put 
it into aship’s bag. I could send you one every week 
if I had time, except in the dead of winter. I’m still 
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rhyming away, and the next time I write 1 shall send 
you something of the sort. 

I do not regret leaving home on any account but 
yours. I should like to see you now afid then in- 
deed I see no hope of it, for there is a great gulph 
betwen us. 

The vast Atlantic deep must sever, 

My dearest friend and me for ever, 

And toss his multitude of waves 

An awful barrier ’twixt our graves ; 

But, soft! methinks I hear a voice, 

That bids my drooping heart rejoice, 

And points me to that happier shore, 

Where seas shall ne’er divide us more, 

And bids me hope to meet you where 

We trust our joyful parents are! 
I write these lines just off hand, as I do all rhymes 
in letters. Dont shew them to my reviewer, or I shall 
expect some severe critical remarks from my old 
friend C. Massey. I wrote the lines on the Whirl- 
wind and storm, if not all, at least a great part in 
a hurry, when I was penning the letter, and some 
allowance should be given in such cases. I have met 
with a second cousin in the military here; his name 
is Peter Redfern; his grandfather and mine were 
brothers; he comes from Bakewell. 

I wish your were here, you would do better than 
at home, I think, though I do not know how trade 
may be. If I had asmart partner, in my business, we 
could do well; but the men in our line are sv lazy, 
they do not lay above 500 bricks in the day. Indeed, 
it is no wonder, fur they are all Irish, and never 
did much at it. Stone knobling is all they have been 
used to. 

Please to give my respects to Wm. and John Coxon. 
If I had John with me, we should take the town before 
us, as he is good at plastering, and there are ten wood 
houses to one of brick work, and plastering; is well 
finished off here. All must have cornices! before plaster 
came into use, almost every room had a wooden 
cornice. We have a steam saw-mill just set to work, 
with 24 saws in it. ‘There is about to be a canal cut 
from the head of this bay into the gulph of St. 
Lawrence, so that vessels can sail to Canada without 
going round Nova Scotia, which is a dangerous naviga- 
tion. The yellow fever is making great ravage in 
New York at this time. Thank God we are in a 
healthy air! 
kee eo 


JAMES REDFERN. 
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NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS, 


FITZHUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREB PIAZZAs, 
LIVERPOOL, 
Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 
Of large Tonnage, for the following Ports, viz :— 


NEW YORK BOSTON, 
PHILADELPHIA, and 
BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 


And which are intended to sail punctually on their appointed days, 
They aré fitted up expressly for the eomfort and convenience of 
Cabin, Second Cabin, dnd Steerage Passengers. Persons about to 
emigrate, may save themselves the experise and delay of waiting in 
Liverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which will be im- 
mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 
they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 
on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 
&c. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 
Ttme, Passengers will be paid for detention. 

Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 
Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, atcording to Act of 
Parliament, without extra charge. 

@@ Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 
Mr. Tuomas Cowarp, King Street, Bursleni. 





Finest American Cheese, 5d. & 6d. per pound; Finest 
American Butter 6d. per pound ; prime Welsh Butter %d. 
per pound; Bacon and Hams, 6d. & 7d. per pound. 


SHROPSHIRE FLOUR, 


and every article in the Grocery and General Provision 
trade, for the lowest possible profit, at, 


MASON’S 
Grocery and Pravision Warehouse, 
BOTTOM OF PICCADILLY, SHELTON, 
Near the King’s!Ifead Inn. 





To the Independent Operatives of the Staffordshire 
Potteries ! 


IF YOU WANT TO BUY A CHEAP HAT, 
GO TO 


SALISBURY, AND Co. 
HAT DEPOTS, BURSLEM, OR CORNER OF 
TONTINE STREET, HANLEY, 


HERE you will find Beaver and Silk Hats, Freich and 

yj Paris Hats, Beaver Bonnets, and Caps, in great variety 

Observe they are the sole Manufacturers of their own goods, 

and by their extensive Business, they are determined to sell at 
small profits, and quick returns! 


Printed for the Executive of ‘‘ The United Branches of Operative 
Potters,” and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates, 
Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Bell, Stoke. &c. &c. 
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FREE TRADE, NO MONOPOLY. 





